
 

 

Sony Music releases 
 

Tony Bennett ‘The Classics’ 
 
 

A Quintessential Career-Spanning Collection of songs handpicked by Tony Bennett himself. 
 

* * * * * 
 
Sony Music will release The Classics, a newly compiled collection of twenty Tony Bennett 
recordings, each personally selected by the artist, providing a definitive take on "a song that 
sounds like it was written yesterday even though it may have been written 500 years ago or 50 
years ago."   
 
When approached to curate an anthology of classic recordings drawn from across his career, 
Bennett kept "two things in mind: choosing songs that exemplify to the highest degree a 
timeless quality, while selecting a performance of those songs that present them in a very 
immediate and 'live' approach." 
 
The Classics opens with a 1951 recording  "Because of You," Tony's first Columbia Records 
single and first No. 1 record and reveals some particular solo tracks he "felt most closely 
represented the highest level of musical craftsmanship that has been my mandate as I have 
built my recording catalogue." 
 
The career-spanning collection spotlights some of the finest performances from the artist's 
phenomenally successful 21st century Duets albums.  The first, Duets: An American Classic, 
celebrated Tony's 80th birthday year (2006). Its successor, Duets II, released five years later 
(2011), debuted at No. 5 on the UK Album Charts and at No. 1 on the Billboard 200, giving Tony 
his first-ever No.1 album in America while making him the oldest living artist ever to enter the 
chart at No.1.  
 
The Classics includes tracks Tony's sung "with artists who I admire and have loved working with 
over the years," among them Frank Sinatra, Ray Charles, Amy Winehouse, Barbra Streisand,  
Diana Krall, Stevie Wonder, John Mayer, Michael Bublé, Lady Gaga and Christina Aguilera. 
 
 
 



Tony Bennett - The Classics - track listing 
 
1.            I Left My Heart In San Francisco 
2.            Smile - Duet with Barbra Streisand 
3.            The Good Life  
4.            Don't Get Around Much Anymore - Duet with Michael Bublé 
5.            Strangers In Paradise 
6.            Body And Soul -  Duet with Amy Winehouse Because Of You 
7.            How Do You Keep The Music Playing 
8.            Just In Time 
9.            New York, New York - Duet with Frank Sinatra  
10.          The Way You Look Tonight 
11.          One For My Baby  (And One More For The Road) – John Mayer 
12.          I Wanna Be Around 
13.          For Once In My Life - Duet with Stevie Wonder 
14.          The Lady Is A Tramp - Duet with Lady Gaga 
15.          Who Can I Turn To (When Nobody Needs Me) 
16.          Evenin' - Duet with Ray Charles 
17.          What A Wonderful World  - Duet with k.d. lang 
18.          The Shadow Of Your Smile - Duet with Juanes 
19.          The Best Is Yet To Come - Duet with Diana Krall 
20.          Steppin' Out With My Baby - Duet with Christina Aguilera 

 
* * * * * 

 
One of the world's most beloved live performers, Tony Bennett has some special engagements 
lined up for 2013.  The artist will perform at the Hollywood Bowl on August 2 (the day before 
his 87th birthday) as well as a concert at New York's Radio City Music Hall on October 11.  Tony 
will make his first concert appearances in China with a two-night run in Shanghai on September 
19 and 20, as part of his upcoming tour of Asia. 

 
 * * * * 

 
About Tony Bennett 

Tony Bennett grew up in Astoria, Queens during the Great Depression as the child of Italian 
immigrants. After serving as an infantryman in World War II, he studied singing and then signed 
with Columbia Records, who released his first hits in 1951. Over the course of a 60+ year career 
he has sold millions of albums, is a 17-time Grammy winner and multiple Emmy award winner. 

One of the only artists to have new albums chart in the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s, ’80s and ’90s—and, 
now, in the first two decades of the 21st century—Tony Bennett has introduced a vast array of 
songs into the great American songbook which have since become standards of pop music. 
Tony Bennett's catalog of work exemplifies the truth and beauty to be found in the classic art of 
intimate singing.  



 

 

On the release of the Tony Bennett: The Complete Collection boxed set, the New York Times 
wrote, "we aren’t likely to see a recording career like this again." Tony Bennett is a Kennedy 
Center Honoree and an NEA Jazz Master. 

Tony has authored four books, his official biography, two books devoted to his artwork, and the 
New York Times Bestseller, Life Is A Gift. 

Tony is a dedicated painter whose interest in art began as a child. He continues to paint daily, 
even while touring. He has exhibited work around the world,  and three of his original paintings 
are part of the permanent collection of the Smithsonian Institurion in Washington, DC.  

Throughout his career, Tony Bennett has always put his heart and time into humanitarian 
concerns. He’s raised millions for the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. His original paintings each 
year grace the cover of the American Cancer Society’s holiday greeting card. He received Martin 
Luther King Center’s “Salute to Greatness Award” for his efforts to fight discrimination. The 
United Nations presented him with their 2007 Humanitarian Award. 

 In honor of his great friend and staunchest supporter, Tony established the Frank Sinatra 
School for the Arts, which opened as a New York City public high school, offering an extensive 
arts curriculum, in September of 2001.  In 2009, a permanent site for the school opened in 
Bennett’s hometown of Astoria, Queens. With his wife Susan, they founded Exploring the Arts, 
which supports the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts as well as thirteen public high schools in 
New York City and three public high schools in East Los Angeles. 

 

* * * * * 

TonyBennett.com 
LegacyRecordings.com 
ColumbiaRecords.com 
 

* * * * * 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 
Daniel Hinchliffe at Soundcheck Entertainment 

E: daniel@soundcheckentertainment.co.uk 

T: 0207 437 0290 

W: www.soundcheckentertainment.co.uk 
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